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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 
Board of Education 

Midland Park, New Jersey 
March 11, 2008 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ray Moraski, President, at 8:04 p.m. and the following 
statement was read: 
 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was provided as specified in the Open Meeting Act.  Notices of 
this meeting were sent to the Record, Ridgewood News and to the Midland Park Borough Clerk 
for the 2007 elective year.  A notice was also posted outside of the office of the Midland Park 
Board of Education in a place reserved for such announcements." 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: Sandra Criscenzo   Paula Lein    
   Anne Polhemus   Wayne Roberts 

Robert Schiffer   William Sullivan   
 Joan Vandervliet   Richard Venditti   
   

Ray Moraski   
 

    OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Staff:  Nicholas Mamola, Interim Superintendent of Schools 
  Louis Roer, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
         
 
BOARD SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 

 Approval of Minutes 
  
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .  
 Approve the minutes of the regularly scheduled public meeting held on February 26, 2008. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 Mr. Moraski reported that the Superintendent search process is going very well. The board expects to 
 complete its search and appointment within its originally planned timelines. 
 

Mission Statement 
The Midland Park School District, as part of a strong, dedicated community, provides 
students with a comprehensive, adaptive education in a positive environment by 
maximizing all resources and empowering them to realize their individual worth and 
responsibility. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Mamola commented on the following items: 
 I attended a high school coffee with the Principal meeting.  The meeting followed PAPS and Booster 
groups.  Attendance was good with approximately 25 to 30 parents and staff. 
 Thank you for approving the additional aide for the Midland Park High School lunch program.  I visited 
the high school several times since and am pleased with the supervision thus far. 
 The one-session day on Monday provided time for continued staff development in the afternoon.  The 
Curriculum Mapping initiative was continued.  The topic Monday focused on Consensus Mapping.  Consensus 
Mapping is designed by two or more teachers, includes content, skills, and assessments, and indicates a 
collective agreement.  This initiative is in its second year. 
 
 
Board resolutions related to hiring for the 2007-2008 school year will be on an emergency basis, 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-7.1, N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 and/or N.J.S.A. 18A:6-4.13, as applicable. 
 
 
A. Personnel
 
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mr. Venditti . . .  
1. Approve the following addition to the list of advisors to activities and clubs at the high school, 

for the 2007-2008 school year: 
           

 – (N. Mamola) 

Stipend 
 Add: Pam Klinger  Musical - Assistant Director – Choral $487 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .    
2. *Approve the following appointments as co-advisors to the Rotary Interact Club, effective 

March 13, 2008, implementing the grant moneys previously donated by the Rotary Club and 
accepted by the Board of Education at its January 8, 2008 public meeting: 

           Stipend 
 Matthew Arroyo        $250 
 Edward McDonough        $250 
 
 (* Motion reflects Strategic Planning Goal Area:  Partnership 
 Objective:  To establish, build and champion partnerships and align them appropriately in order 

to achieve the Midland Park district goals.) 
  
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
3.  
 This motion was pulled from the Agenda. 
  
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .  
4. Approve the following addition to the list of substitute teachers (support material attached): 
 
 (s) Marisa Verna 
 (s) Tracey Zbierski 
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 (s) = Bergen County Substitute Certificate 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .  
5. Approve the following aides for Indoor Soccer (Girls & Boys), sponsored by the Midland Park 

Continuing Education Program, from Thursday, March 13, 2008 – 
 May 1, 2008 (support material attached): 
 
 Jennifer Rau 
 Patrick Weaver 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Vandervliet, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .  
6. Approve the following addition to the list of substitute workers for the 2007-2008 school year 

(support material attached): 
 
 Yolanda Carfi  Substitute Building Aide 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 
B. Finance Committee

 
Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mrs. Polhemus . . .  

1. Approve the following block motion: 
 

a. February 2008 direct pays in the amount of 

 – (R. Schiffer, Chairperson) 

$228,847.62. 
 
b. February 2008 cafeteria direct pays in the amount of $40,870.70. 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .  

2. Approve the following block motion: 
 

a. February 2008 Midland Park Continuing Education claims in the amount of 
$41,017.56.  

 
b. March 2008 claims in the amount of $137,412.55 . 

 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .  
3. Approve the amendment to FY 08 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Consolidated Grant (support material 

attached). 
  
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
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C. Curriculum Committee 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Polhemus, seconded – Mrs. Lein. . .  
  To approve the following block motion . . .  
1. Approve the recommendation of the Director of Special Services for the placement of one high 

school regular education student on bedside instruction, effective retroactive from February 11, 
2008 through April 11, 2008. 

 
2. Approve the recommendation of the Director of Special Services for the placement of one high 

school regular education student on bedside instruction, effective retroactive from February 25, 
2008 through April 25, 2008. 

 
3. Approve the recommendation of the Director of Special Services for the placement of one 

elementary school special education student on bedside instruction, effective retroactive from 
February25, 2008 through April 25, 2008. 

 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Polhemus, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .  
  To approve the following block motion: 
4. Approve the textbook for Algebra II course – Algebra II, Glencoe ©2008 (support material attached).  
 
5. Approve the textbook for Geometry course – Geometry, Glencoe ©2008 (support material attached). 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Polhemus, seconded – Mrs. Vandervliet . . . 
6. Approve all courses and related instructors, programs and trips, which are included in the Pre 

Summer 2008 brochure of the Midland Park Continuing Education program (support material 
available). 

  
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
  

Motion – Mrs. Polhemus, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .   

– (A. Polhemus, Chairperson) 

7. Accept the following Midland Park Public Education Foundation grants for the Spring 2008 cycle 
(support material attached): 

  
School Project Title Subject/ Grade Teacher(s) Grant 

Money 
MPHS Physics Curriculum Physics/ 11 &12 DeRitter/ 

Polhemus/ 
Menken 

$1225.00 

MPHS Sports Medicine Sports Med/ 11& 
12 

DeRitter $ 408.00 

Highland/ 
Godwin 

ELMO Doc Camera 
& Projector 

Enrichment 
Program/ 1-6 

Steel $ 1365.00 

Godwin The Arts Come 
Alive! 

Art & Music/ K-2 Brennan/ 
Quirk 

$2240.00 

Total Funding $ 5238.00 
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*Motion reflects Strategic Planning Goal Area: Partnerships/ Community Resources/ Grants 
Objectives:  Explore available grants, government programs and corporate sponsorship to 
economically accomplish our goals.  Identify local, state, and federal avenues to pursue/reach out 
to as sources for grants. 
 
This is the second part of the 2008 awards cycle. We will send a letter to the Education 
Foundation thanking them for their generosity and to acknowledge all the recipients. 
 

 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Mrs. Polhemus, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .  
8. Approve the list of staff members requesting workshop attendance, as follows (support material 

attached): 
 

Name Workshop Location Date 
Jill Gisondi 
David Ostman 

Bergen County Technical 
High School Tour of 
Facilities 

Paramus, NJ March 28, 2008 

Jill Gisondi 
Teresa Isik 

NJASK Training Parsippany, NJ March 31, 2008 

Rachel Reboiro Enhancing your 
effectiveness as a Reading 
Specialist/Literacy Coach 

Newark, NJ April 3, 2008 

David Ostman NJ Association of School 
Social Workers Spring 
Institute 

E. Windsor, NJ April 14, 2008 

Jennifer Kendall 
Carole Treta 
Elizabeth 
Veneziano 

Getting Maximum Results 
from Our Curriculum 
Mapping Efforts 

White Plains, 
NY 

May 2, 2008 

Louis Roer Annual NJASBO 
Conference 

Atlantic City, NJ May 6-9, 2008 

David Ostman Social Skills & Relationship 
Development for 
Individuals with ADHD, 
Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
and Challenging Behaviors 

Piscataway, NJ May 7, 2008 

 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 

 
The committee met tonight and they are working on a calendar. 

 
 
D. Policy Committee
 
 The next meeting will have new policies and updates. 
 
 
 
 

 – (W. Roberts, Chairperson) 
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E. Legislative Committee
 
The Senate passed a paid Family Leave Bill S-786 that would grant all workers up to 6 weeks to care for 
sick family members, a newborn or newly adopted child. 
 

 – (S. Criscenzo, Chairperson) 

F. Buildings & Grounds Committee
 
 There is a meeting scheduled for next week. 
 

 – (W. Sullivan, Chairperson) 

G. Negotiations – Teachers/Secretaries
 
 There will be a meeting tonight.  
 

 – (R. Venditti, Chairperson) 

H. Negotiations – Administrators/Custodians
 
 No Report. 
 

 – (J. Vandervliet, Chairperson) 

I. Public Relations Committee
 
 We have begun work on the Budget issue.  Our goal is to have it in mailboxes the Saturday before the 
 election (April 12, 2008).  
 

 – (S. Criscenzo, Chairperson) 

J. Personnel Committee
 
 No Report. 
 

 – (J. Vandervliet, Chairperson) 

K. Service Review Committee
 
No Report. 

 

 – (P. Lein, Chairperson) 

L. Liaison Committee
 

: 

High School PTA – (S. Criscenzo) 
 
The next Market Day Order due March 22nd, 2008. 
They are planning to remind people to vote using E-mail and the phone chain. 
Thursday, April 3, 2008 is the Wheelchair Basketball Game/NJ Nets vs. Midland Park 
faculty at 7:30 p.m. in the High School gym. 
 
Elementary School PTA – (P. Lein) 
The newly elected officers were announced. They are: 
          President – Dianne Borntrager; 
 1st V.P. -  Open 
 2nd V.P. – Kristin Fiore 
 Treasurer – Michelle Rudolph 
 Cor. Secretary - Beth Adams 
 Rec. Secretary – Jennifer Pigg 
 
Booster Club – (W. Roberts) 
 
The Winter Journals have been sent out. 
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The Sports Awards were distributed last week. 
Mr. Moraski reported that all students were recognized. 
We are collecting ads for Spring Ad journal  
They are considering a replacement refrigerator for the Booster shed. 
 
Performing Arts Parents – (A. Polhemus) 
 
The Musical will be performed on Thursday and Saturday, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 
2:00 p.m. 
 
Special Education – (J. Vandervliet) 
 
No Report. 
 
Board of Recreation – (W. Sullivan) 
 
No Report. 
 
Education Foundation – (R. Venditti) 
 
The Midland Park Education Foundation is hosting a semi-formal dinner on Friday, 
March 14, 2008 at Macaluso’s in Hawthorne, NJ.  This dinner is celebrating 50 years of 
academic excellence at Midland Park High School.  There will be music, dancing and a 
Silent Auction. You will be able to participate in the Auction via the internet – there will 
be approximately 30 items to bid on. 
 
Continuing Education Program

M. 

 – (J. Vandervliet) 
 
There was a meeting last week –the next brochure is done. 
 

Town Council Special Projects Committee
 
 No Report. 
 
 

 – (A. Polhemus, Chairperson) 

N. New Jersey and/or Bergen County School Board Delegates
 
 No Report. 
  
 

 – (R. Schiffer/A. Polhemus) 

O. 
 
 The Playground: when will it be reconditioned? Answer: As soon as weather permits. 
 
 

Old Business 

P. 
 
Motion – Mrs. Lein, seconded – Mrs. Vandervliet . . .  
To go into closed session after the March 11, 2008 meeting and before the meeting of March 25, 2008 
for the purpose of discussing personnel items. 
 

New Business 
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Roll Call:  All Yes. 
 
Open to the Public 
 
Mr. Moraski invited the public to address the Board. 
Mr. Tim Thomas commented that there was a great event last Tuesday. 
He referenced the Sunday article he provided his understandings of the timelines based on the 
article(– Timeline Fall, 2004—2005 Tenure—6/2006 Grad- 1/2007—Claim—Be promptly 
advised in 2004.)    
Mr. Jacobs: He can’t and will not comment on articles and cases in the press.  
Mr. Tim Thomas commented that he believes that there were two other occasions of sexual 
harassment in the District. 
Mr. Jacobs: the Board extremely mindful of its policies and that they are current and are being 
followed. 
Mr. Mamola: If anyone has any issues/questions they should follow district practice, which is to 
call the Principal and, if not available, the Superintendent of Schools. 
Mr. Moraski commented that we (the Board) are parents and are frustrated that we can not dialog 
with the public; however it is our Fiduciary responsibility to act in the best interests of the 
District. 
Mr. Jacobs –referenced that there are privacy rights and the Board have to defend the interest of 
the District. 
Crystal who is a teacher for 20 years; commented that there is a buzzword about tenure in the 
community. 
Jean Pennington – Why was it not addressed? 
Bob Jacobs – It was addressed and appropriate action was taken. 
Karen Reilly – How can a parent address a tenure issue? 
Deborah Topp – This case can affect the future and create a new beginning.  
 
Motion –Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mrs. Lein . . .  

To adjourn the meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Louis Roer, 
      School Business Administrator/ 
      Board Secretary 
 


